
SOCIAL LIFE AND CUSTOMS

T one

bonnet
iMarch' 6iY/*lMW«n-»HEhttbury Indy's
pe1 ofTi-i^^ *• • •

thowea«r
^ cb* bumbl«be^ at the bot-

?Jfta ^P^n Wowom. A man could, not have stolen a
ss from 4ub.ene-^o_be.bonneted._wlUia»»r crawling.- Into the

tube flit General Putnam Ai^ fnTF»h« wMf'g dun ?!th n

true reason why the mouth of the tube grew wider-and ......
wider until it attained the more accessible shape of the coal
scuttle. "v-_ •' ' ' t « —•

Throughout -early- N«w Rngland —" DM 8h* Dwnnr?
beavers bad several rnns for winter Afterwards^ "did PrlsoliU demuri

wear; gypsy hats and cottage bon
nets -wort tSr" summer only.' The
coal-scuttle form stoutly reslsted-
total elimination, but gradually It
had l»-yield to tho trend toward ex-"

. panslon—until—1U .toadied—IU-last
mntfltnorphnHtu In the_oaormOUaljt

wide Leghorns and Navarinon. The
broad flopping brim of tbeaa could
be circumvented it one bent low

they
effectmlly.'iriMltBIlitbe. faces under
neath Just a»-the~equaUr,.BproadlnK
skirts" and outer "wraps mad
figures took alike.

Rough Going for Men
It was a difficult period for the

gSTinnt -maleDiixnuryttr. I'nifftA his

glance girtriiTnr it long drllhrrst*
Inspection he was qnlte apt to en

some of his female acquaintance*.

To complicate matter", tlie women

objected to anything In the nature
of a bold looklng-over. It wan an age

of the most delicious delicacy. Dlnsh*
ing motieWy. tvafcoJMfiHMn flic" foRC

moat feminine virtne and-leainna

wore actually given In .how to attract

n'ttcnilon. IXhai offacemenT'oT siis, In
public, wan the essential attribute

of-good breeding.

-..Consider however the somowhat

pnzzllng~cBBo--oUflBn Mulllns, hotter
known Blmply an ~TfIBCtllftT &Uo—Is.
Imaginatively pictured In an Issue

of the old Duxbury nudgol ns. "Of

medium olzo, of prompri-^tcrlRivc nn-

tnfo, mrowiio would not let the right
moment slip by nima»d."-She was

not reading a novel on tbo day flj.

John Alton's eventful call, but busy"

as usual with other more worth
while things. She was.willIngjiow-
ever to lay aside her duties and
lloten to John and when he had put
In a matrimonial bid for tiln friend,
"blushing celestial .rosy-red," she

■ popped-Ui»-question an.her own be-,

half.

Afterwards,'did

and protest she bad not meant the
halt she said? I hope she did. for
after such a forward step a few back
ward ones arfi altogether right and
proper; and Indeed In snch a case,
such retreat" on the woman's part
Is only the attainment of a proper
distOfe, so that ai.the right mo
ment she can, with fit momentum,

ivSSttttxr «rmj that are ready for
her." No guess airont -the. readiness
of John's arms was made, or whether

was BrnctfU fi»r lUu maldmi's 1 usbne was BrnctfU fi»r lU

Our~tlifioxy_ls_lh.aLuwbe..Mr*. Alte?-
waa considerately taken aback if not
quite floored for the moment by this
departure from airtbe rulcB ot court

ship of his times.

In those n*"* even much later times
men had to » «ww toW, JiiUtj
MoH^ditbTy ib*n Utter wBenfSB&
a CO0TM Instead ot resulting to •

head-on ooUlslon. Men flaunted their
DWMcnJlnUy, eepectally to the «Bper.
abundance of their whiskers. They
•wwre tfrfekiy-prfded coatar -rlrto

W«h boote, sported nuuirfw ™*?t
dSfaw d h«*ry cane*—«jnnbolle
the care man's dob. Under the soft
glove of their society manners H wjM

understood a
role ao effectoaJly welled the
ego that -dVfilsQd maa reached p
hops hto apogee then. He has wnrer
had occasion since to bo quit* so

W«tttUOed wiu»

With other faahiona, other man
ners. In close coordination wth the
emancipation ot women the male of

Silly' relinquished
l

the species' gracenmr - -
the fiction, always9** Strain toiuain-
taln, of his Ood-glven superiority.:
He had had bis long over lordship/
Woman was In the position of the
four-and-twenty blackbirds-batod-Jn.
a pie wllh a particularly wuR

suffocating cruat oter her. Prlsdlla
Mulllns wme one of tne early ones
to ibov signa of an ttblllty to peck
h*a7'tfit'

The Common Weal

A mlfd form of communism wng
one of...tho main social principles
distinguishing all tbe Now Rngland
settlements of Prtscllla's day. What-
flyer his" olrcumstances no one was
strong enough to stnnd alone, Every
iMon-WMe>peetnd to put the cwnnwin

■floods-before-Ms- private- inter«>*ts.-
He was flrjj^ajid foremost a mombnr
ot a_unlt whoso existence doponilod
upon tfce-COPjeratlon of aiL

JEvuif'DakHWy mah'fiitd to learn
I to boa»7mrms In readiness to take
HuuflefaLfor the protectloii of-the
commnnlty. H« had to do his share
of clearing away the forest ami pre-

• paring the ground for seed. He mtrnt
lend what tools he had to the neigh
bor who needed them. When epi. I
demies struck be had either to nnrM I
the slefc or lUHhn t.l»>o tlwy «*nr*]
Jiled as provWi"r«i. Any fullnre to |
«ieet these obligation* was punliih-
•hie by a fine.

Ouxbury had Its "commons" —
land owned and controlled hy the
sottioriiiB a Krotrp. Nommniiy pm

X«\l8lr_DwneiLJjittd suoicUmcs cnuld

community. Ccmmon. grazing
grounds for all cattle and'-irfleep wore
often provided. At cine time the lat
ter were i>aatur«d nut on (,'lnrk's In

land, and tho various owner* worp
«lrIcTry~rorliT«iaeh to"^eir"any"Sr
Animals outside tho town.

Where Wn* Uemorrary

There was leas democracy In the
early New England town meetings

JJta/i 1b thoae ot.today_TiMU^ght to*
vote was denied some of tlie men and
aU _of tho women. The chnrch and
social leaders beld tho reins of all
local affairs, and tbe whip as welL
Back of the Moderator's chair Mood,
the Riders, rellgtooaly as stiffly

formal and needlessly snstere as
th4-f vrar* poIIUeany powcrfnl. Wak>
Ing tho observance of religion tho
trying and nselms burden they did,

one can guess.that their direction

of tho pay affairs of the town was
equally Illiberal and bigoted.

An exception should be raadn In
the «as« of Plymouth and Duxhury.
The Pilgrims were less harsh and
arbitrary In the conduct of town af

faire than the Puritans of Massachu
setts Bay. Possibly this was due to

the Influence of a man whom they
respected above all others, the Rev.

John. Robinson, .who. by. woni and
deed had always counseled, tolera-
tion. Even wllfi (Bls'leavonlng. In
ta« -P41arim • form- of- government (t

wonld be difficult to say where there
was any civil authority entirely dis
tinct from ecclesiastical Jurisdiction.

If the Robinson teachings worked
for moderation there are some who

iu cos-

trory Influence on tbe character of
the Pilgrims. If they had landed at a

point much farther scuth as they had
hoped to do what permanent effect
would that hare had upon their com

munity? The difference between New
England's coif)" blonfoboro with Its
long winters and Its soil about as In
hospitable as the weather, and tbe
gentler climate and more fertile noil
of Virginia tnlght have softened them

tu nui'u au mleut us ti>xotnplrterr
alter the sharp imprint thoy" left

upon tho history of the country.


